JAMIE L. PIETRUSKA https://jamiepietruska.org/

Department of History, Rutgers University, 16 Seminary Place, New Brunswick NJ 08901
pietrusk@history.rutgers.edu | 848.932.8544

Employment

Associate Professor, Department of History, Rutgers University, 2019-
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Rutgers University, 2012-2019
ACLS New Faculty Fellow Postdoctoral Associate, Rutgers University, 2010-12
Visiting Scholar, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2009-10

Lecturer in History, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Spring 2009

Education

Ph.D., Program in History, Anthropology, and Science, Technology & Society,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

A.B, English & American Literature; History of Art & Architecture, Brown University

Books

Looking Forward: Prediction and Uncertainty in Modern America (University of Chicago Press,
2017).

Articles and Essavs

“Catastrophe Markets,” Aeon, March 27, 2026.

“Predictive Knowledge Infrastructures and Future-related Expertise Before the Cold War.” The
American Sociologist 55, no. 2 (2024): 90-104.

“The Case of the Competing Pinkertons: Managing Reputation through the Paperwork and
Bureaucracy of Surveillance,” in Surveillance Capitalism in America: From Slavery to
Social Media, ed. Josh Lauer and Kenneth Lipartito (University of Pennsylvania Press,
2021), 65-83.

“The Information Economy,” in Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History, ed. Jon
Butler (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014—. Article published May 26, 2021).

“Forecasting,” in Information: A Historical Companion, ed. Ann Blair, Paul Duguid, Anja
Goeing, and Anthony Grafton (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2021), 452-57.

“‘A Tornado is Coming!’: Counterfeiting and Commercializing Weather Forecasts from the
Gilded Age to the New Era,” Journal of American History 105, no. 3 (2018): 538-62.

“Hurricanes, Crops, and Capital: The Meteorological Infrastructure of American Empire in the
West Indies,” Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 15, no. 4 (2016): 418-45.
* Awarded biennial Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Best Article Prize
(2018)
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“‘Cotton Guessers’: Crop Forecasters and the Rationalizing of Uncertainty in
American Cotton Markets, 1890-1905,” in The Rise of Marketing and Market Research,
ed. Hartmut Berghoff and Uwe Spiekermann (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012),
49-72.

“U.S. Weather Bureau Chief Willis Moore and the Reimagination of Uncertainty in Long-Range

Forecasting,” Environment and History 17 (2011): 79-105.

Popular Writing & Blog Posts
“The real-world consequences of gambling on the weather,” Made by History, Philadelphia
Inquirer, May 14, 2026.

“Special Book Event: Jamie Pietruska on Aris Komporozos-Athanasiou’s Speculative
Communities,” Rutgers Critical Al Initiative blog, Spring 2022.

“Why government weather forecasts shouldn’t be political,” Made by History, Washington Post,
Oct. 17, 2019. (co-authored with Zeke Baker)

“Why President Trump gutting the USDA’s research service is so dangerous,” Made by History,
Washington Post, Sept. 19, 2019.

“Why President Trump’s Sharpied weather map was likely a crime — and should be,” Made by
History, Washington Post, Sept. 6, 2019.

“The Weather Forecast Company and the Business of Prediction,” Society for the Historians of
the Gilded Age and Progressive Era blog, Sept. 10, 2018.

Media

“Why Mixing Catastrophes with Prediction Markets is More Dangerous Than It Looks,” Risky
Science Podcast, April 15, 2026.

“The history of (badly) predicting the future and what we can learn from it,” NPR Here and
Now, July 7, 2023.

“Prediction: Seeing the Future,” Trailblazers with Walter Isaacson, March 22, 2023.

“Uncertainty, ‘Brain Drain’ Plague USDA's Economic Research Service After Trump
Administration Relocates Agency, Experts Quit,” NPR Here and Now, Feb. 4, 2020.

New Books Network podcast, Oct. 2019.

Journal of American History podcast, Dec. 2018.

Roundtable Podcast on the History of Quantification, Journal of the History of Ideas Blog, April
2018.

Works in Progress

“Weather Capitalism: Gambling on the Weather from Rainfall Lotteries to Wildfire Markets,”
book-length research project in progress.

“Data Driven: Information and Investigation in the Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-
Century United States,” book-length research project in progress.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/10/17/should-we-talk-about-weather-should-we-talk-about-government/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/09/19/why-president-trump-gutting-usdas-research-service-is-so-dangerous/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/09/06/why-president-trumps-sharpied-weather-map-was-likely-crime-should-be/
https://www.shgape.org/the-weather-forecast-company-and-the-business-of-prediction/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/464X9to77fCAKVyNgh5SWN?si=Y6EGTQ9yRrS9ar9RpdkUGA
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2023/07/07/future-predictions-wrong
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2023/07/07/future-predictions-wrong
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https://newbooksnetwork.com/jamie-l-pietruska-looking-forward-prediction-and-uncertainty-in-modern-america-u-chicago-press-2017/
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https://jhiblog.org/2018/04/25/roundtable-podcast-on-finance/

Afterword, special issue of Global Intellectual History on “The Place of Prediction” (invited).

““New Way to Woo the Fickle Goddess of Chance’: Meteorological Data and Weather Gambling
from Rain Gauges to Al,” article manuscript in preparation.

“Surveying “Remedies” in the Countryside: Data Practices, Paper Technologies, and the Country
Life Commission,” article manuscript in preparation.

“Towards a New Framework for Historicizing the Future,” article manuscript under revision.

Reviews and Review Essays

“On Data: How We Got to Where We Are, and What—If Anything—We Can Do About It,”
review of Melanie Feinberg, Everyday Adventures with Unruly Data (MIT Press, 2022)
and Chris Wiggins and Matthew L. Jones, How Data Happened: A History from the Age
of Reason to the Age of Algorithms (Norton, 2023), Critical AI 4, no. 1 (2026).

“Temporalities of Speculation and Discounting in the Twentieth Century,” review of Paul
Crosthwaite, Speculative Time: American Literature in an Age of Crisis (Oxford
University Press, 2024) and Liliana Doganova, Discounting the Future: The Ascendancy
of a Political Technology (Zone Books, 2024), Finance and Society 10, no. 3 (2024):
287-96.

Review of Jill Lepore, If Then: How the Simulmatics Corporation Invented the Future (New
York: Liveright, 2020), Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences 58, no. 2
(2022): 247-50.

Review of Emily Pawley, The Nature of the Future: Agriculture, Science, and Capitalism in the
Antebellum North (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), Business History
Review 95, no. 2 (2021): 349-51.

Review of Future Remains: A Cabinet of Curiosities for the Anthropocene, ed. Gregg Mitman
Marco Armiero, Robert S. Emmett (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018),
Environmental History 24, no. 1 (2019): 206-208.

“Gilded Age Redux,” review of Daniel Czitrom, New York Exposed: The Gilded Age Police
Scandal that Launched the Progressive Era (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016)
and Leon Fink, The Long Gilded Age: American Capitalism and the Lessons of a New
World Order (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015), Reviews in
American History 45, no. 3 (2017): 457-63.

Review of lan Klaus, Forging Capitalism: Rogues, Swindlers, Frauds and the Rise of Modern
Finance (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014) in Business History Review 89, no. 3
(2015): 580-83.

“Redemptive Suffering,” review of Frances M. Clarke, War Stories: Suffering and Sacrifice in
the Civil War North (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011), Reviews in American
History 42, no. 1 (2014): 104-109.

Review of Robert Casey, The Model T: A Centennial History (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2008) in /EEE Technology and Society 29, no. 4 (2010): 12-13.

Review of A. J. Angulo, William Barton Rogers and the Idea of MIT (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins

Pietruska | page 3 of 13


https://doi.org/10.1215/2834703X-12347654
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/finance-and-society/article/temporalities-of-speculation-and-discounting-in-the-twentieth-century/440950A8FB682D36FB0212F5E27B9819
https://onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/share/SSDUKZHAUUCW63VJAPCQ?target=10.1002/jhbs.22162
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/journals/business-history-review/article/nature-of-the-future-agriculture-science-and-capitalism-in-the-antebellum-north-by-emily-pawley-chicago-university-of-chicago-press-2020-312-pp-notes-index-cloth-5000-isbn-9780226693835/36539574B57597314E4E4742C1972763?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/core/journals/business-history-review/article/nature-of-the-future-agriculture-science-and-capitalism-in-the-antebellum-north-by-emily-pawley-chicago-university-of-chicago-press-2020-312-pp-notes-index-cloth-5000-isbn-9780226693835/36539574B57597314E4E4742C1972763?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark
https://bit.ly/3xfXPl2
https://bit.ly/3xfXPl2
https://bit.ly/43p6VIx
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University Press, 2009) in The Review of Higher Education 33, no. 3 (2010): 426-28.

Review of Lynda Walsh, Sins against Science: The Scientific Media Hoaxes of Poe, Twain, and
Others (Albany: SUNY Press, 2006) in Journal of Popular Culture 41, no. 3 (2008): 552-
54.

Review of Vaclav Smil, Creating the Twentieth Century: Technical Innovations of 1867-1914
and Their Lasting Impact (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005) in /[EEE
Technology and Society 26, no. 3 (2007): 9-10.

Fellowships and Awards

International

Fellow, Program in “Futures of Capitalism: Radical Democracy and the Financial Imagination,”
THE NEW INSTITUTE, Hamburg, Spring 2025

National
Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Best Article Prize, 2018

American Council of Learned Societies New Faculty Fellow, 2010-12

Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Visiting Scholars Program, American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, 2009-10

Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Center for the Humanities at Tufts, Tufts University,
2009-11 (declined)

American Association of University Women American Dissertation Fellowship, 2007-2008
Graduate Student Paper Prize from the New England Popular Culture Association, 2006
Joan Cahalin Robinson Prize from the Society for the History of Technology, 2004

Travel Grant from the Society for the History of Technology, 2004, 2008

Institutional
Teaching and Learning with Technology Excellence in Online Teaching Award, Rutgers
University, 2023

School of Arts and Sciences Humanities Plus Pedagogical Initiative Grant, Rutgers University,
2019-20

School of Arts and Sciences Award for Distinguished Contribution to Undergraduate Education,
Rutgers University, 2018

Open and Affordable Textbook Award for Development of the United States II, Rutgers
University Libraries, 2018-19

Digital Humanities Seed Grant, Rutgers Digital Humanities Initiative, 2016-17
Faculty Fellow, Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, 2013-14

Award from the Kelly-Douglas Fund for Support of Humanistic Scholarship and Teaching at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008

Massachusetts Institute of Technology Presidential Fellowship, 2002-2003
Brown University Rose Writing Fellow, 1994-1995
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Invited Lectures and Presentations
“Weather Capitalism: Gambling on the Weather from Rainfall Lotteries to Wildfire Markets,”
CSG Lunch Seminar, Centre for Urban History, University of Antwerp, Oct. 2025.

“The Politics and Ethics of Looking Ahead.” New Ethics Discussion, THE NEW INSTITUTE,
Hamburg, March 2025.

“Researching Finance and Futures,” with Giulia Dal Maso, interviewed by Kimberly Chong.
THE NEW INSTITUTE, Hamburg, March 2025.

“Infrastructure and Catastrophe in Histories of Envirotech.” Symposium on the History of
Technology: Past, Present, and Future, Program in Science, Technology, and Society (STS),
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, June 2024.

“Towards a New Framework for Historicizing the Future.” Institute of Philosophy/Centre for
Science, Technology, and Society Studies, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, May 2023.

“Forecasting and the ‘Specter of Uncertainty’ in the Late Nineteenth-Century United States.”
Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of Sociological Studies/Department of Sociology,
Charles University, Prague, May 2023.

“Towards a New Framework for Historicizing the Future.” AG Wissenschaftsgeschichte,
University of Vienna, May 2023.

“Living in the ‘Economic Chance-World’: Capitalism and Culture in the Gilded Age.” Whitehall
Lecture Series, Henry Morrison Flagler Museum, Palm Beach, FL, Feb. 2019.

“Economic Forecasting and the Quest for Certainty in the Long Gilded Age” (keynote address).
Conference on “Futures Past: Economic Forecasting in the 20™ and 21% Century,” Universitit
Hamburg, Oct. 2018.

“Paperwork, Bureaucracy, and the Case of the Two Pinkerton Detective Agencies.” History
Workshop Series, University of Delaware, April 2018.

“Risk, Uncertainty, and Cotton Forecasting in the Gilded Age.” Seminar on “Risk and Fortune,”
Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton University, Sept. 2017.

“Science, Technology, and Capitalism in the Gilded Age: Progress and Poverty.” The Center for
Civic Leadership and Responsibility, Camden County College, Blackwood, NJ, Nov. 2016.

“Weather Prophecies.” Workshop on “Cultures of Prediction: Scientists and the Crafting of the
Future,” Centre for Science Studies, Aarhus University, Denmark, June 2016.

“Weather Prophets, Frauds, and Counterfeiters from the Gilded Age to the New Era.” NYC
History of Science Working Group, Gallatin School of Individualized Study, New York
University, March 2016.

Guest lecture. Seminar on “Predicting the Future.” Gallatin School of Individualized Study, New
York University, Nov. 2015.

“Weather Prophets and Cotton Profits: Forecasts, Markets, and the State in the Gilded Age.”
Conference on “Calculating Capitalism,” The Heyman Center for the Humanities at
Columbia University, April 2014.
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“‘Forecasting in the Distant Parts of the Country’: The Politics of Rural Access to the National
Weather Service in the Gilded Age.” Nineteenth-Century U.S. History Workshop (co-
sponsored by the Science & Capitalism Lecture Series), Brown University, Sept. 2013.

Guest lecture. Seminar on “Histories of the Future.” Graduate School of Design, Harvard
University, Feb. 2010.

Rutgers University
“Accidents and Disasters in the U.S. and the World.” Rutgers Institute for High School Teachers,
Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, Feb. 2026.

Panelist. “Increasing Student Engagement with Social Annotation” session. Rutgers Online
Learning Conference, March 2023 (via Zoom).

““‘Weather is the Nation’s Business’: Public Good, Private Enterprise, and Epistemic Authority in
U.S. Weather and Hurricane Forecasting.” Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences,
Rutgers University, Dec. 2022 (via Zoom).

“Weather Forecasting, Risk, and Uncertainty.” Lloyd C. Gardner Fellows Seminar, Rutgers
School of Arts and Sciences, Oct. 2020 (via Zoom).

“Accidents and Disasters in the U.S. and the World.” Rutgers Institute for High School Teachers,
Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, Oct. 2020 (via Zoom).

“Science, Technology, and Capitalism in the Long Gilded Age.” Rutgers Institute for High
School Teachers, Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, March 2018.

“A Spatial History of Nineteenth-Century American Meteorological Infrastructure.” Rutgers
Digital Humanities Showcase, March 2017.

Discussant. “Bull: The Stock Market and the Politics of Financial Security: 1974-2000,” by
Jefferson Decker, American Studies Colloquium, Nov. 2016.

“‘Old Probabilities’ and ‘Cotton Guesses’: Weather Forecasts, Agricultural Statistics, and
Uncertainty in the Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century United States.” Seminar on
“Foundations of Probability,” Departments of Statistics and Philosophy, Nov. 2016.

“Clerks, Counterfeiters, and Cranks in the U.S. Weather Bureau.” Faculty Forum Brown Bag
Series, Department of History, Rutgers University, Nov. 2015.

“Weather Prophets, Frauds, Counterfeiters, and Cranks in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-
Century America.” Roundtable on “Science, Technology, and Medicine in the Humanities:
Current Research at Rutgers,” Natura: The Rutgers British Studies Center's Science and
Epistemology Working Group, Oct. 2014.

“The U.S. Weather Bureau’s West Indian Weather Service and Imperial Meteorology in Cuba,
1898-1908.” Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, March 2014.

“Cotton Prophets: Yield Forecasting in the Late Nineteenth-Century American Cotton Market.”
Seminar on “Money, History, Finance,” Department of Economics, Rutgers University, April
2012.
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Guest lecturer, School of Arts and Sciences Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar on “Unpredictable
Events in History.” Rutgers University, April 2012.

“Trust in Cotton Statistics: Objectivity, Uncertainty, and Cotton Forecasting in the Gilded Age.”
Department of History, Rutgers University, Nov. 2011.

“Weather Prophets, the U.S. Weather Bureau, and the Reimagination of Uncertainty in Long-
Range Forecasting.” Faculty Forum Brown Bag Series, Department of History, Rutgers
University, April 2011.

Conference and Workshop Presentations

Roundtable participant. “The Technopolitics of Artificial Intelligence (Al): Considerations about
the Future of University Labor, Academic Freedom, and Faculty Governance.”
Organization of American Historians Conference on American History, Philadelphia,
April 2026.

Panelist and panel organizer. “Rain Gauges, Pluvius Policies, and Weather Tickets: Technologies
of Weather Gambling in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries.” Panel on
“Technologies of Speculative Futuring in Everyday Life.” Society for the History of
Technology Annual Meeting, Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg, Oct. 2025.

Panelist. “From Pluvius Policies to Wildfire Markets: A History of Weather Gambling and the
Financialization of Catastrophe.” Panel on “Forecasting, Financialization, and Futurity.”
Conference on “Money Talks: Futures for the Economic Humanities,” University of
Edinburgh, May 2025.

Panelist. “Surveying ‘Remedies’ in the Countryside: Data Practices, Paper Technologies, and the
Country Life Commission.” Panel on “Repair Words/Repair Worlds” (Roundtable).
International Committee for the History of Technology — Society for the History of
Technology Joint Meeting, Vifia del Mar, Valparaiso, Chile.

Discussant. Panel on “Cultures of Prediction.” STS Conference Graz, Graz, May 2023.

Panelist. ““Weather is the Nation’s Business’: Public Good, Private Enterprise, and Epistemic
Authority in U.S. Weather and Hurricane Forecasting.” Panel on “Past Futures II: An
Institutional Perspective on Temporality and Future Practice(s), 16"-20" Centuries.”
European Social Science History Conference, Gothenburg, April 2023.

Panelist. “Futures Past in an Uncertain Present: Teaching a Global History of the Future
during an Age of Crisis.” Panel on “Teaching the History of the Environmental Future.”
American Society for Environmental History Annual Meeting, Boston, March 2023.

Commentator. Manuscript Workshop on “Moral Debt in Modern America” by Daniel Platt.
Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, University at Buffalo School of Law, Dec. 2021
(via Zoom).

Panelist and panel organizer. “Investigating ‘The Ghost Business’: The Seybert Commission,
Paper Technologies, and the Material Culture of American Spiritualism.” Panel on
“Technoscience and Mysticism.” Society for the History of Technology Annual Meeting,
Milan, Oct. 2019.
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Panelist. ““The Greatest Cotton Crop Estimate Expert in the World’: Agricultural Statistics,
Meteorology, and Transatlantic Market Knowledge in the Late Nineteenth and Early
Twentieth Centuries.” Panel on “Global Expertise and Agricultural Markets: Between
National Sovereignty and International Cooperation (1889-1949).” European Rural History
Organization International Conference, Paris, Sept. 2019.

Panelist. “Paperwork, Bureaucracy, and Surveillance in the Case of the Two Pinkerton Detective
Agencies.” Conference on “Seeing Like a Capitalist: Histories of Commercial Surveillance
in America,” Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE, Nov. 2018.

Panelist (paper read in absentia). “A Spatial History of Nineteenth-Century American
Meteorological Infrastructure.” Panel on “Reinterpreting the American State: Digital
History’s Intervention.” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Sacramento,
April 2018.

Panelist. “Promises of Love and Money: Occult Forecasting in Early-Twentieth-Century
New York City.” Panel on “Knowledge Production and Economic Life in the Long Gilded
Age.” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, Jan. 2018.

Panelist. ““The Private Detective business is no different than any other business or profession’:
Technologies of Paperwork and Bureaucracy in American Detective Agencies.” Panel on
“Detecting Crime.” Society for the History of Technology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia,
Oct. 2017.

Discussant. Panel on “The Culture of Finance at the Turn of the Century.” Business History
Conference, Denver, March 2017.

Panelist and panel organizer. “‘A Foreknowledge of the Seasons’: Values of Long-Range
Weather Forecasting for Agriculture in the Progressive Era.” Panel on “Temporalities of
Agriculture and Capitalism.” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting,
Providence, April 2016.

Panelist and panel organizer. “Climate, Crops, and Capital: The U.S. Weather Bureau’s
Predictive Data in the West Indies, 1898-1902.” Panel on “Capitalism and Predictive
Statistics.” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, New York City, Jan. 2015.

Panelist and panel organizer. “From Prophecy to Forecasting? The USDA’s Crop and Weather
Predictions in the Gilded Age.” Panel on “Past Futurework: Histories of Environmental
Prediction.” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, Jan. 2014.

Panelist and panel organizer. “Edward Bellamy and the Politics of Foresight.” Panel on “Debts to
the Future: Temporality in the Nineteenth Century.” American Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Washington, DC, Nov. 2013.

Panelist. ““A Tornado is Coming!’: Commodifying and Counterfeiting Weather Forecasts in the
Gilded Age.” Panel on “The Business of Prediction.” Business History Conference,
Columbus, OH, March 2013.

“The U.S. Weather Bureau and the Policing of Counterfeit Weather Forecasts at the Turn of the
Twentieth Century,” Climate and Weather: Science as Public Culture Conference, Maison
Frangaise d’Oxford, Jan. 2013.
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“‘Purveyors of Futurity’: Fortune-tellers and the Cultural and Legal Reimagination of Occult
Prediction in the Gilded Age.” Conference on “Capitalism by Gaslight,” co-sponsored by the
McNeil Center for Early American Studies and the Library Company of Philadelphia,
Philadelphia, June 2012.

Panelist and panel organizer. “God and Rainfall in Prices: Theories of Periodicity in Weather and
Market Forecasting in the Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century United States.”
Panel on “Theories of Forecasting.” History of Science Society Annual Meeting, Cleveland,
OH, Nov. 2011.

Panelist and panel organizer. “Forecasting Risk and the Risk of Forecasting in the American
Cotton Market, 1865-1905.” Panel on “Knowing Risk.” Business History Conference, St.
Louis, March 2011.

Panelist and panel co-organizer. “Cotton Watchers: Agricultural Statistics and Market
Information in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century America.” Panel on “Eyes on
the Market: Surveillance and the American Economy.” Organization of American Historians
Annual Meeting, Houston, March 2011.

“Stage Spiritualism and Technologies of Enchantment in Late Nineteenth-Century America.”
Panel on “Visions of Technology.” Society for the History of Technology Annual Meeting,
Tacoma, WA, Oct. 2010.

Panelist. “The Predictive Imagination in Edward Bellamy’s ‘The Medium’s Story.”” Panel on
“Spirits Rapping: Spiritualism in Anglo-American Fiction.” Northeast Modern Language
Association Annual Meeting, Montreal, April 2010.

“‘Cotton Guessers’: Crop Forecasters and the Rationalization of Uncertainty in the American
Cotton Market, 1894-1905.” Conference on “Understanding Markets: Information,
Institutions and History.” Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE, Oct. 2009.

Panelist. ““Destitute of the faculty of foresight’: The Predictive Imagination and the Origins of
Technological Utopianism in the Work of Edward Bellamy, 1875-1888.” Panel on “Machine
Politics: Imagining Technology and Democracy in Nineteenth-Century America.” Society for
the History of Technology Annual Meeting, Lisbon, Oct. 2008.

“Forecasters on Trial: The U.S. Weather Bureau’s Public Verification of Weather Forecasting at
the Turn of the Twentieth Century.” Conference on “Weather, Local Knowledge, and
Everyday Life,” International Commission for the History of Meteorology Conference, Rio
de Janeiro, May 2008. (presented via video transmission)

“The U. S. Weather Bureau, Long-Range Weather Prophets, and the Rationalization of
Uncertainty in the Early Twentieth Century.” Conference on “Uncertain Environments:
Natural Hazards, Risk, and Insurance in Historical Perspective,” German Historical Institute,
Washington, DC, Sept. 2007.

“Policing the Future: Regulation of Fortune-Telling and Weather Forecasting in Late Nineteenth-
Century America.” New England Popular Culture Association Conference, Nashua, NH, Oct.
2006.
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“‘Every man his own weather-clerk!’: Weather Information Systems, Local Communications
Technologies and a National Weather Service for Agriculture, 1870-1891.” Society for the
History of Technology Annual Meeting, Amsterdam, Oct. 2004.

“‘Every man his own weather-clerk!’: Weather Information Systems, Local Communications
Technologies and a National Weather Service for Agriculture, 1870-1891.” Workshop in the
History of Environment and Agriculture through Technology and Science, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, Oct. 2004.

“‘Fiery Dragon’ and ‘Aeolian Harp’: Thoreau's Technological Ambivalence in Walden and the
Journal.” Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association Conference, Wilmington, DE,
Nov. 2003.

Teaching

Graduate

Colloguium in Global Environmental History (co-taught with Toby Jones), Fall 2024.
Colloquium in the History of Technoscience and Capitalism, Rutgers University, Spring 2020.
Colloquium in the History of Technology and Nature, Rutgers University, Fall 2017.
Colloquium in the History of Technology, Rutgers University, Fall 2014.

Undergraduate

History of the Future, Rutgers University, Spring 2026 (online), Spring 2023 (online), Spring
2022 (online), Spring 2021 (online).

Data and American Society: From Almanacs to Algorithms, Rutgers University, Spring 2026,
Spring 2023 (School of Arts and Sciences Signature Course in Spring 2023).

Accidents and Disasters in the U.S. and the World, Rutgers University, Fall 2025 (online), Fall
2024 (online), Fall 2023 (online), Fall 2022 (online), Fall 2021 (online), Spring 2021
(online), Spring 2020, Spring 2018.

Before Moneyball: A History of Data in Sports, Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar, Honors
College, Rutgers University, Fall 2025.

Technology and Nature in American History, Rutgers University, Fall 2023 (online), Fall 2022
(online), Fall 2021 (online), Fall 2020 (online), Spring 2016, Spring 2014, Fall 2012,
Spring 2011.

Data: A Social History, Rutgers University, Spring 2022 (online), Fall 2020 (online).
History Honors Thesis Seminar, Rutgers University, 2018-19.

The History of Predicting the Future (and Getting it Wrong), School of Arts and Sciences
Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar, Rutgers University, Spring 2018.

The Development of the United States 11, Rutgers University, Fall 2017, Spring 2016, Fall 2015,
Spring 2015, Fall 2014, Spring 2013, Spring 2012, Spring 2011.
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The Forging of Modern America, 1880-1920, Rutgers University, Fall 2015, Spring 2014, Spring
2013, Fall 2012, Spring 2012, Fall 2010.

History Workshop (co-taught with Ann Fabian), Rutgers University, Spring 2015.
History Seminar: Food in the United States, Rutgers University, Spring 2013.

The History of the American Future, Rutgers University, Fall 2011.

Lecturer, America since 1865, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Spring 2009.

Instructor, Technology and Nature in American History, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Spring 2008.

Adyvising
Dissertation advisor
Ethan Dunn (2023-present)

Dissertation committee member (current)
Cameron Bunker, Joanna Federico, Aaron Martin (Sociology)

Dissertation committee member (completed)
Sam Hege, Michael Lenhart, Mars Plater, Paul Sampson, Emmet von Stackelberg, Meagan
Wierda

History Honors thesis advisor (completed)
Sergio Rojas (2015), Aaron Lin (2013, co-advisor with Alex Magoun)

History Honors thesis second reader (completed)
Ethan Bull (2021), Lillian Nichols (2014)

Service

International Advisory Board, Centre for Capitalism Studies, University College London, Fall
2023-

Associate Editor for Science, Technology, and History, Critical AI (Duke University Press),
2022-

Chair, Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Best Article Prize Committee, 2019-20
New Jersey State Advisory Board, National History Day, December 2015-June 2018

Rutgers University
School of Arts and Sciences Honors Committee (appointed), 2026-

School of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 2025-26 (elected), 2018-19
(appointed)

SAS Strategic Curriculum Development Program Steering Committee, 2022-present

Steering Committee, Critical Al Initiative, 2020-present
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Digital Humanities Steering Committee, 2012-
History Department, Graduate Placement Coordinator, 2025-26, 2022-23

History Department, Caucus Convener for Science, Technology, Environment, and
Health (STEH), Fall 2025- present, 2022-2024, 2014-2016

History Department, Examiner for STEH Ph.D. exams in Environmental History, History
of Technology, 2015-present

History Department, Examiner for post-1850 Americanist Ph.D. Qualifying Exams,
2025-2026

History Department, Undergraduate Advisor for Prospective Social Studies Teachers,
2013-present

History Department, Undergraduate Self-Study Committee, 2022-2023
History Department, Nominations and Elections Committee, 2021-2024

History Department, Undergraduate Advisor for STEM in Society Minor/Certificate,
2019-present

History Department, Undergraduate Vice Chair, 2018-19

History Department, Americanist Caucus Convener, 2017-18

History Department, Member of Executive Committee, 2017-19

History Department, Member of Undergraduate Education Committee, 2017-19

History Department, Search Committee Member for Modern Latin American History,
2017-18

History Department, Representative to New Brunswick Faculty Council, 2015-18

History Department, Faculty advisor for the Workshop in the History of Environment,
Agriculture, Technology, and Science (WHEATS), Rutgers University, Spring
2015-Fall 2016

History Department, Member of Graduate Education Committee, 2014-16, 2018-19

History Department, Search Committee Member for Public History and History
Internship Coordinator, Spring 2016

History Department, Co-examiner for Nineteenth-Century Americanist Qualifying
Exams, Spring 2014, Spring 2019

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Program in Science, Technology, and Society, Faculty Search Committee, 2007-08

Program Committee, STS Graduate Student Conference, 2006
History, Anthropology, and STS Curriculum Committee, 2005
History Faculty Graduate Student Representative, 2004-06
Graduate Student Council Department Co-representative, 2003-04
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Secretary for the Workshop in the History of Environment and Agriculture
through Technology and Science (WHEATS), 2003-04

Reviewer for American Council of Learned Societies; American Historical Review; East Asian
Science, Technology and Society: An International Journal, Enterprise and Society;,
Environment and History; History of Meteorology; Modern American History; Science in
Context; Cornell University Press; NYU Press; Oxford University Press; Palgrave
Macmillan, University of Chicago Press, Wiley-Blackwell

Professional Affiliations

Business History Conference

Organization of American Historians

Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Society for the History of Technology

History of Science Society
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